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Agus Suprayitno, (2019):  An Analysis of Students’ Motivation in Learning 
Descriptive Text at the Seventh Grade of Junior 
High School 14 Pekanbaru. 
 
The Purpose of this study is to know the students’ motivation in learning 
descriptive text at the Seventh Grade of Junior  HighSchool 14 Pekanbaru. From 
280 students of the total population which consisted of eight classes, the 
researcher took 42 students as the sample by using simple random sampling 
technique. In collecting the data, the researcher distributed questionnaire to the 
respondents to measure their  motivation in learning descriptive text. The 
questionnaire is based on eight indicators  by Frymier cited in Rahim, and 
combined with descriptive components by Suwardati. In analyzing the data, the 
questionnaire is assessed by rating scale. The result of this research showed that 
the students’ motivation in learning descriptive text is 69%, and it is categorized 
into high level of motivation. Based on the research finding, it can be concluded 
that the students have high motivation in learning descriptive text. 
 







Agus Suprayitno, (2019): Sebuah Analisis pada Motivasi Siswa kelas Tujuh 
dalam Memahami Teks Deskriptif di  Sekolah 
Menengah Pertama Negeri 14 Pekanbaru. 
 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui seberapa besar motivasi belajar 
siswa kelas tujuh dalam memahami teks deskriptif di Sekolah Menengah Pertama 
Negeri 14 Pekanbaru. Dari total populasi sebanyak 280 siswa yang terdiri dari 
delapan kelas, peneliti mengambil sampel sebanyak 42 siswa dengan 
menggunakan teknik pengambilan sampel secara acak (simple random sampling). 
Dalam pengumpulan data, peneliti menyebarkan kuesioner kepada responden 
untuk mengetahui motivasi mereka dalam belajar teks deskriptif. Kuesioner yang 
digunakan berdasarkan delapan indikator oleh Frymier di kutip dalam buku 
Rahim, dan dikombinasikan dengan komponen teks deskriptif oleh Suwardati. 
Pada analisis data, kuesioner tersebut diukur dengan menggunakan skala rating. 
Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa motivasi siswa kelas tujuh dalam 
mempelajari teks deskriptif adalah 69%,dan angka tersebut dikategorikan ke 
dalam level motivasi yang tinggi. Berdasarkan temuan-temuan penelitian, dapat 
disimpulkan bahwa siswa kelas tujuh  memiliki motivasi yang tinggi dalam 
mempelajari teks deskriptif. 
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A. Background of The Problem 
Learning is a process in getting knowledge. According to Brown 
(2000, p. 7) stated that learning is acquisition or getting. In other words, 
learning will lead us to get knowledge or new information about something. 
Learning is the development of new knowledge, skill, or attitudes as an 
individual intracts with information and the environtment. Learning is a 
process to get more and more information and knowledge. Besides, Rossum, 
et al., (2010, p. 2) stated that learning as the increase of knowledge. It means 
that in learning process, we will increase our prior knowledge to a new 
knowledge. 
English becomes an important subject for everyone. Therefore,  
learning English as a process of getting knowledge in knowing and learning 
how English is used as international language, and it is also learn how to 
learn and use English well. 
In learning English, motivation is one of the factors which influence 
learning process and students’ achievement. Motivation will lead students to 
do something in learning process. According to Ubaedy, (2008, p. 25) 
Motivation is a desire or wish which active the behavior. Motivation is the 
willingness of someone to do certain effort in order to reach the aims based 
on the condition. In order words, motivation is someone’s willingness and 





In learning a language, motivation can be defined as desire, 
willingness, reason, or aim that makes someone to do something (Coffer, 
1964 cited in Chaer, 2003, p. 251). Besides, another expert stated that 
motivation is the reason for reaching the aim totally (Lambert, 1972 cited in 
Chaer, 2003, p. 251). Motivation is also one of the key requirements in 
reaching a good achievement, because motivation will support students’ 
pretension. This statement is supported by Ubaedy, (2008, p. 59), motivation 
is an absolute requirement in achieving the good achievement, and it is an 
important contribution factor in language learning because learning will be 
more effective and efficient if it is pushed by motivation. 
Based on the curriculum for Junior High School, there are two 
competencies should be achieved standard competence and basic competence. 
The standard competencies means that students are able to understand 
short functional texts and essays in the form of procedure, descriptive, 
recount, narrative, and report texts (BSNP 2013). English language at Junior 
High School 14 Pekanbaru has criteria of minimum achievement (CMA)  
with the score is 80.  In order to achieve the standard competence, teachers 
should interpret the standard competence and basic competence in order to 
prepare students.  The procedure of English Language lesson at Junior High 
School 14 Pekanbaru uses School Based Curriculum 2013 (K-13). This 
Curriculum is a basic educational component in teaching and learning 





1. Delivering the idea of exceeding the border between Indonesia and 
absorbing ideas from outside that can be used to benefit the nation. 
2. Present a written and spoken text may be planned and spontaneous with 
the proper pronunciation and intonation. 
This school implements student learning outcomes into an existing 
rubric at the school. The researcher focuses on student’s Motivation in 
learning descriptive text as follow: 
Table I.1 
Rubric Score of Criteria Minimum Achievement 
No Score Category Competency 
1 91-100 A (Very Good) Students can analyze the social function, 
text structure, and element of language of 
oral and written descriptive text by giving 
dan asking short and simple information 
related to the people, things and places 
based on the context used very well. 
2 81-90 B (Good) Students can analyze the social function, 
text structure, and element of language of 
oral and written descriptive text by giving 
dan asking short and simple information 
related to the people, things and places 
based on the context used well. 
3 70-80 C (Sufficient) Students have enough skill to analyze the 
social function, text structure, and 
element of language of oral and written 
descriptive text by giving dan asking 
short and simple information related to 
the people, things and places based on the 
context used. 
4 <70 D (Less) Students can not analyze the social 
function, text structure, and element of 
language of oral and written descriptive 
text by giving dan asking short and 
simple information related to the people, 






From the rubric above some students’ competencies in reading 
Descriptive text are categorized into “low passing grade” (low English 
competency). It is based on observation and interview with Mam Erningsih, 
one of the English language teachers of the seventh grade students of Junior 
High School 14 Pekanbaru on November 2017. The English teacher said 
that some students’ got low score in learning descriptive text. 
Based on the researcher’s observation at State Junior High School 14 
Pekanbaru. Especially for the seventh grade students, as a result, the problem 
related to the students’ motivation in learning descriptive text. The researcher 
found the phenomena were; students still had lack of motivation in learning. 
When they read an English text, they were not able to understand the 
descriptive text they  feel bored and lazy in English class and they were 
seldom in giving responses in learning process.  
Based on the rational above, the researcher is interested in 
investigating the students’ motivation in learning descriptive text in the form 
of person description at the seventh grade of Junior High School 14 
Pekanbaru. So, the researcher is interested in conducting a research entitled 
“AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ MOTIVATION IN LEARNING 
DESCRIPTIVE TEXT AT THE SEVENTH GRADE OF JUNIOR 









1. Identification of the Problem 
Based on the background of the problem and several phenomena the 
researcher had found, the researcher identified as follows: 
a. Some of the students got low score and cannot pass the standard 
criteria of minimum achievement (CMA). 
b. Some of the students were not able to understand the descriptive text. 
c. Some of the students have lack of motivation in learning descriptive 
text, because they thought that learning descriptive text is a boring 
activity. 
d. Some of the students feel bored and lazy in English class. 
e. Most of the students were seldom in giving responses in learning 
process. 
2. Limitation of The Problem 
  After identifying the problem stated above, the researcher has to limit 
the problems of this research. The problem is the students have lack of 
motivation in learning descriptive text, because they thought that learning 
descriptive text is a boring activity. Therefore, the researcher will analyze 
students’ motivation in learning descriptive text at the Seventh Grade of 








3. Formulation of the problem 
The researcher specifies the problem in the following formulated 
question: 
How is the students’ motivation in learning descriptive text at the seventh 
grade students of Junior High School 14 Pekanbaru? 
 
C. The Objectives and Significance of the Research 
1. The Objective of the Research 
The researcher analyzes this research for an objective as follows: 
To find out the students’ motivation in learning descriptive text at the 
Seventh Grade of Junior High School 14 Pekanbaru. 
2. Significance of the problem 
a. Hopefully, this research is able to benefit the researcher as a notice 
researcher, especially in learning how to conduct a research. 
b. These research findings are expected to give contribution to the 
process of teaching and learning English, especially in learning 
descriptive text at the Seventh Grade of Junior High School 14 
Pekanbaru. 
c. These research findings are also expected to approve and support the 
theory of foreign language teaching. 
d.  These research findings will be also be one of the trusted sources that 
contains valuable information for those who are concerned in the 





e. These research findings are expected to provide useful information for 
the students about their motivation in learning descriptive text, in order 
to increase their ability in learning motivation. 
f. To enlarge the researcher’s knowledge in research activities. 
 
D. The Reason for Choosing the Title 
There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in conducting 
this research:  
1. This title of this research is relevant to the researcher’s educational 
background as a student of English Education Department who has an 
obligation in developing English learning and teaching.  
2. The title of this research has not been yet investigated by other previous 
researchers.  
3. The location of this research facilitates the researcher in conducting the 
research. 
4. The English subject at Junior High School 14 Pekanbaru has not been 
investigated yet, especially on students’ motivation in learning descriptive 
text in this school has not been investigated yet. 
 
E. Definition of Term 
In order to avoid misunderstanding in analyzing the title, it is 
necessary to define the terms as follows: 
1. Learning Motivation 
According to Ubaedy, (2008, p. 25) motivation is the willingness 





condition. So learning motivation is a desire to learn as a process for 
getting knowledge. So in this research, learning motivation is focus on 
students’ motivation in learning descriptive text at Seventh Grade of 
Junior High School 14 Pekanbaru. 
2. Descriptive Text  
According to Suwardati (2006, p. 135) descriptive text is a text that 
is use to describe a particular thing. In this research, the descriptive text is 
focus on the descriptive text which have learned by students’ motivation in 















This chapter presents review of theories concerning the research topics and 
conceptual framework underlying the study. The details of the theoretical review 
and conceptual framework are presented as follows. 
A. Theoretical Framework  
1. Motivation 
a. The Nature of Motivation 
Motivation can be defined as a desire or willingness of 
someone in order to get what they expected to achieve. Schunk (2008 
cited in Schunk, 2012, p. 475) stated that motivation is a process in 
pushing and keeping the aim by directing the behaviors. 
In language learning, motivation is a factor that influences the 
behavior of someone toward the goal. According to McShane et al. 
(2007, p. 91) stated that motivation refers to the forces within a person 
that affect the direction, intensity, and persistence of voluntary 
behavior. Besides, Comer et al. (2013, p. 376) stated that motivation is 
an internal state or condition that directs behavior, and motivation as a 
condition that directs behavior usually towards a goal. He also stated 
that an individual experiences a motivational state that usually gives 
rise to desire, an intention or a pressure.  
Brown (2000, p. 160) defined motivation completely based on 







1) From behavioristic perspective, motivation is seen very matter of 
fact terms. It is quite simply the anticipation of reward. Driven 
acquire positive reinforcement, and driven by previous experiences 
of reward for behavior, we act accordingly to achieve further 
reinforcement. In this view, our acts are likely to be at the mercy of 
external forces. 
2) In cognitive terms, motivation places much more emphasis on the 
individual’s decision. Ausubel (1968 cited in Brown, 2000, p. 160-
161) identified six needs undergirding the construct of motivation: 
a) The need for exploration, for seeing “the other side of the 
mountain,” for probing the unknown; 
b) The need for manipulation, for operating-to use skinner’s term-
on the environment and causing change; 
c) The need for activity, for movement and exercise, both physical 
and mental; 
d) The need for stimulation, the need to be stimulated by the 
environment, by other people, or by ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings; 
e) The need for knowledge, the need to process and internalize the 
results of exploration, manipulation, activitity, and simulation, 
to resole contradictions, to quest for solutions to problems and 





f) Finally, the need for ego enhancement, for the self to be known 
and to be accepted and approved of by others 
3) A constructivist view of motivation places even further emphasis 
on social context as well as individual personal choices. Each 
person is motivated differently, and will therefore act on his or her 
environment in ways that are unique. But these unique acts are 
always carried out within cultural and social milieu and cannot be 
completely separated from the context. 
Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that 
motivation is the desire, reason, and willingness that lead someone to 
do something in catching the aim. It is crucial, because it is the 
foundation for fulfill the needs in all aspects of life. 
b. The Functions of Motivation 
Motivation functions as a promoter. It will lead someone to do 
something towards the goals. Based on Sardiman (2007, p. 85) there 
are three functions of motivation: 
1) Push someone to do something. Motivation is the booster for every 
activity. 
2) Determine the deed that is toward the goals. So, motivation will 
lead someone to do something towards the goals. 
3) Select the deed, that is decide what should be done to reach the 





Besides, Rohani (2010, p. 13) stated that there are three 
functions of motivation as follows: 
1) Motivation gives the spirit and activates students in keeping their 
interest. 
2) Motivation centralises students’ attention for the task in order to 
reach the aim of learning. 
3) Motivation helps students to fulfill their needs. 
Based on Sardiman and Rohani points of view, it can be 
concluded that motivation has some functions which make students 
have desire to do and reach what they expect to achieve. 
c. Types of Motivation 
Brown (2000, p. 162) stated that motivation is typically 
examined in terms of the intrinsic and extrinsic motives of the learner. 
Those who learn for their own self-perceived needs and goals are 
intrinsically motivated, and those who pursue a goal only to receive an 
external reward from someone else are extrinsically motivated.  
1) Intrinsic Motivation  
 Intrinsic motivation is a motivation that comes from the individual. 
Sardirman (2010, p. 89) stated that intrinsic motivation is active’s 
motive not comes from outside but it is from inside to achieve the 
goals. In learning process, students who have intrinsic motivation 
will instrinsically do the task (Schunk, et al., 2008, p. 357). It is 





2) Extrinsic Motivation  
The motivation that comes from outside of the students is called 
extrinsic  motivation. The students who have extrinsic motivation 
will exrinsically do the task, because they believe that their 
participations will give them positive feedback, such as a gift 
(Schunk, et al. 2008, p. 357). The students have to be stimulated by 
something such as a reward and punisment in order to make them 
learning something. Besides, Adelman (2006, p. 58) stated that 
because people will do things to obtain rewards or avoid 
punishment, rewards and punishment that called as reinforcers, and 
both of them generally come from outside the person. Sardiman 
(2007, p. 90) states “Extrinsic motivation is an active motive that 
have function because of external factor”.  
Besides, Gardner and Lambert (1972 cited in Amelia, 2016, p. 
156) distinguish two types of langauage learning motivation: 
1) Instrumental Motivation 
Learners with instrumental motivation want to learn a language 
because of a practical reason such as getting a salary bonus or 
getting into college. 
2) Integratively Motivation 
Learners with integratively motivation want to learn the language 
so that they can better understand and get to know the people who 





Based on the explanation above, the researcher can concluded 
that motivation can divides into two motivations generally namely: 
intrinsic and extrinsic motivation. Intrinsic motivation is an activity 
that comes from inside to achieve the goals, and extrinsic motivation 
is the motivation that comes from outside of students will stimulate 
their motivation. And in language learning, motivation is devided into 
two types namely: instrumental and integratively. Instrumental 
motivation means learning a languange because of practical reason, 
and integratively motivation means learning a languange because for a 
better comprehension. 
2. Learning Motivation 
Learning as a process of getting knowledge. According to Brown 
(2000, p. 7) stated that learning is acquisition or getting. In other words, 
learning will lead us to get knowledge or new information about 
something. Learning is the development of new knowledge, skill, or 
attitudes as an individual intracts with information and the environtment. 
Learning is a process to get more and more information and knowledge. 
Besides, Rossum, et al., (2010, p. 2) stated that learning as the increase of 
knowledge. It means that in learning process, we will increase our prior 
knowledge to a new knowledge. 
Kimble (2006 cited in Olson, et.al, 2009, p. 6) stated that learning 





the result of practice and experience. It means that in learning, practice and 
experience will make students get knowledge deeply.  
In language learning, motivation can be defined as a factor that 
leads students to learn. Schunk (2012, p. 33) stated that motivation as a 
positive behavior which appears caused by positive stimulus, and it will 
lead someone to do a positive thing. According to Schunk (2012, p. 476) 
students who are motivated in learning will follow the teaching and 
learning rules and do the learning activities such as, ask a question in 
learning process. Students who are motivated in learning will develop their 
efforts to do the task in following the teaching and learning process even 
the teacher didn’t ask them to do it. In addition, they will read something 
positive about their lesson on their spare time. 
Gardner (2003 cited in Amelia, 2016, p. 155) stated that motivation 
is a consistently strong predictor of successful language learning. 
Moreover, Gardner and Lambert (1972 cited in Amelia, 2016, p. 156) 
stated that motivation plays important role in language learning. 
According to Frymier (cited in Rahim, 2007, p. 20) the 
characteristics of motivated students are: 
a. Perception of time 
Students use time realistically and efficiently. They realize about now, 
past, and future. 
b. The openness of experience 






c. The concept of themselves  
Motivated students have their own concept about themselves more 
cleared than other students who are not motivated. 
d. Values 
Students are disposed to evaluate abstract and valuable thing more than 
other things.  
e. Tolerance and ambiguity 
Students are interested to explore ambiguity things which valuable for 
them. 
3. The Concept of Descriptive Text 
Descriptive text is a part of factual genres. Descriptive text is a text 
that is use to describe a particular person or thing (Suwardati, 2006, p. 
135).  Erwinandari (2013, p. 1) stated that descriptive text is a text which 
lists the characteristics of something. Its purpose is to describe and reveal a 
particular person, place, or thing. 
According to Suwardati (2006, p. 172) there are three aspects of 
Descriptive text which are appropriate to the junior high school 
curriculum. They are: 
a. Language Features 
1) The use of the adjective to clarify the noun 
2) The use of simple present tense to tell the fact of the object 
described 





In addition, Erwinandari (2013, p. 1) stated that descriptive text 
has generic structure as below:  
b. Generic Structure 
1) Identification which identifying the phenomenon to be described.  
2) Description which describing the phenomenon in parts, qualities, 
and characteristics. 
From the explanation above, it can be concluded that 
descriptive text is a text which is use for describe a particular thing 
such as person, animal, etc. descriptive text has two generic structures, 
they are identification that tells what will be described and description 
as the part of description of the thing being described. 
4. The Assessment of Motivation in Learning Descriptive Text 
The purpose of assessing the students’ motivation in learning 
descriptive text is to find out the students’ motivation in learning 
descriptive text. 
In language learning, motivation is a factor that influences the 
behavior of someone toward the goal. According to McShane et al. (2007, 
p. 91) stated that motivation refers to the forces within a person that affect 
the direction, intensity, and persistence of voluntary behavior. 
Motivation functions as a promoter. It will lead someone to do 
something towards the goals. Based on Sardiman (2007, p. 85) there are 
three functions of motivation; 1). Push someone to do something. 





toward the goals. So, motivation will lead someone to do something 
towards the goals; 3). Select the deed, that is decide what should be done 
to reach the goals by set aside bad behavior that has no function. 
According to Brown (2000, p. 162) stated that motivation is 
typically examined in terms of the intrinsic and extrinsic motives of the 
learner. Those who learn for their own self-perceived needs and goals are 
intrinsically motivated, and those who pursue a goal only to receive an 
external reward from someone else are extrinsically motivated.  
Learning as a process of getting knowledge. According to Brown 
(2000, p. 7) stated that learning is acquisition or getting. Kimble (2006 
cited in Olson, et.al, 2009, p. 6) stated that learning is a relatively 
permanent change in behavioral potentially that occurs as the result of 
practice and experience. It means that in learning, practice and experience 
will make students get knowledge deeply.  
According to Frymier (cited in Rahim, 2007, p. 20) the 
characteristics of motivated students are: 
a. Perception of time 
 Students use time realistically and efficiently. They realize about now, 
past, and future. 
b. The openness of experience 







c. The concept of themselves  
Motivated students have their own concept about themselves more clear 
than other students who are not motivated. 
d. Values 
Students are disposed to evaluate abstract and valuable thing more than 
other things.  
e. Tolerance and ambiguity 
Students are interested to explore ambiguity things which valuable for 
them. 
Descriptive text is a part of factual genres. Descriptive text is a text 
that is use to describe a particular person or thing (Suwardati, 2006, p. 
135).  Erwinandari (2013, p. 1) stated that descriptive text is a text which 
lists the characteristics of something. Its purpose is to describe and reveal a 
particular person, place, or thing. According to Suwardati (2006, p. 172) 
there are three aspects of Descriptive text which are appropriate to the 
junior high school curriculum. They are: 
a. Language Features 
1) The use of the adjective to clarify the noun 
2) The use of simple present tense to tell the fact of the object 
described 
3) The use of action verb to show an activity. 
In addition, Erwinandari (2013, p. 1) stated that descriptive text 





b. Generic Structure 
1) Identification which identifying the phenomenon to be described.  
2) Description which describing the phenomenon in parts, qualities, 
and characteristics. 
From the explanation above, it can be concluded that 
descriptive text is a text which is use for describe a particular thing 
such as person, animal, etc. descriptive text has two generic structures, 
they are identification that tells what will be described and description 
as the part of description of the thing being described. 
In this research, the researcher combined indicators of 
motivation in learning with indicators of descriptive text. The 
combination of motivation in reading comprehension and Descriptive 
text characteristic will be 5 (Five) characteristic. It devides into 
motivation in learning indicators such as: Perception of time, the 
openness of experience, the concept of themselves, values, and 
tolerance and ambiguity. And the indicators of descriptive text such as: 
identification and description. In conclusion, the students should be 
able to read descriptive text well and have motivation in learning in 
order to improve their ability in descriptive text. The indicators of 
learning motivation of descriptive text in learning and descriptive 








Indicators of Learning Motivation of Descriptive Text 
Variable Indicators 
Motivation in Learning 
Descriptive Text 
1. Perception of time 
2. The openness of experience 
3. The concept of themselves  
4. Values 
5. Tolerance and ambiguity 
6. Identification 
7. Description 
8. Language Features 
 
 
B. Relevant Research 
Reviewing some previous researches conducted by other researchers 
is intended to keep the originality of previous research. The following are 
some reseaches in references to this research. First, a research conducted by 
Gitawaty (2010) entitled “The Correlation between the Students’ Learning 
Motivation and Their Learning Achievement in English”. This research was 
categorized into correlational research. This research focussed on knowing 
the correlation between the students’ learning motivation and their 
achievement in English in the eight class of MTs Al-Hamidiyah Depok. The 
researcher collected the data of this research by using questionnaire and 
report book as the instruments. In analyzing the data, the researcher used 
product person moment correlation, in SPSS (Statistical Product for Service 
Solution). The result of this research was rxy = 0.271 with the degree freedom 
is 38. The result of tt on the degree of significance 5% = 0.312 and 1% = 0. 
403. Thus, it can be seen that the students with lower motivation do not 





motivation do not guarantee that they will get higher score in English 
achievement. 
Second, a research conducted by Nurhidayati (2016) entitled 
“Students’ Motivation in Learning English by Using Games”. This research 
was categorized into descriptive qualitative approach. The focus of this 
research was to know English teaching-learning process and the student’s 
response toward learning English by using games. Moreover it is used to 
know the students motivation in learning English. The researcher collected 
the data by Video-recording the English teaching and learning process and the 
implementation of games. The data were collected by questionnaire used to 
measure the students’ motivation and their response in learning English by 
using games. All of the data were analyzed by descriptive qualitative analysis. 
It is to present the result of the study in the form of descriptive explanation. 
The result of this research was showed some findings. English teaching and 
learning at Pondok Pesantren Darul Falah be-songo Semarang is unorganized 
by syllabus. Based on the observation at the third class, it was found that the 
teacher implemented some games to teach. It was ix remember game and 
gallery walk. Meanwhile, the result of questionnaire showed that the students’ 
motivation is in the level of “fair”. It can be seen from their attitudes and 
activeness in the classroom. Their response in learning English by using 
games was very positive. But they want to make it proportional between 





Dealing with the explanation above, this research interpreted 
concluded that this research is different from the previous researches. First, 
the researches above have same variable that is students’ motivation in 
learning English generally. On the other hand, this research has only one 
variable, and it focuses on students’ motivation in learning descriptive text. 
Second, the previous researches used questionnaire and report book as the 
instruments, while this research is only use questionnaire in measuring 
students’ motivation in learning descriptive text.  
 
C. Operational Concept 
Operational concept is a concept consists of some indicators that 
guide the researcher to measure some related aspects of variable Y. It should 
be interpreted into particular words in order to be easier measured. There is 
only one variable in this research; that is variable Y as students’ motivation in 
learning descriptive text. Thus, the researcher determined some indicators of 
variable as follows (Frymier cited in Rahim, 2007, p. 20) and Suwardati 
(2006, p. 172): 
1. Students use time realistically and efficiently. They realize about now, 
past, and future. 
2. Students are motivated for sharing and easy in getting a new experience. 
3. Students have their own concept about themselves more clear than other 
students who are not motivated. 
4. Students are disposed to evaluate abstract and valuable thing more than 





5. Students are interested to explore ambiguity things which valuable for 
them. 
6. Students are able to identify identification of descriptive text 
7. Students are able to identify description of descriptive text. 














METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 
 
A. Research Design 
 The design of this research is a descriptive quantitative reasearch. 
Descriptive research is also called as survey research that collected numerical 
data to answer question about the current status of the subject of the study. 
According to Gay (2000), descriptive research is a survey research. This 
research are involves collecting data in order to test hypotheses or to answer 
questions about the opinions of people about some topic or issue. In this 
research, there is one variable. This research analyzed the students motivation 
in learning descriptive text at the Seventh Grade of Junior High School 14 
Pekanbaru.  
 
B. Time and Location of the Research 
This research conducted on March 2019. The location of this research 
is at (SMP N 14) Junior High School 14 Pekanbaru on Hangtuah Street 
number 43 in Pekanbaru city. 
 
C. Subject and Object of the Research 
The subject of this research are the seventh grade students of Junior 
High School 14 Pekanbaru in the academic year of 2018/2019, while the 









D. Population and Sample of the Research 
The population of this research is the seventh grade students of Junior 
High School 14 Pekanbaru. According to Creswell (2012, p. 142), population 
is a group of individuals who have the same characteristic. The total 
population of the seventh grade students is 280 students from eight classes. 
Then the sample of this reserach is students. Creswell (2012, p. 142) stated 
that sample is a subgroup of the target population that the researcher plans to 
study for generalizing about the target population. In an ideal situation, we 
can select a sample of individuals who are representative of the entire 
population. 
In this research, the researcher used simple random sampling as the 
technique to choose the sample of population. According to Riduwan (2014, 
p. 58), simple random sampling is a sampling technique where the researcher 
take the sample from the total population randomly without consideration 
about the level of the students. The sample in this research is 42 students. the 
researcher took 42 students as the sample in this research because the total 
population of this research is more than 100 students. Arikunto (2006, p. 112) 
state that if the population is more than 100, the researcher should take the 
sample in range of 10-15%, 20-25%, or more. That is why the reseracher took 
15% students (42 students) as the sample of the total population (280 
students). To get the desired sample by using simple random sampling, the 
reseracher took one class based on the recommendation and decision between 






Total Population of the research 

























Total Population 280 
 
Table III.2 
Total Sample of the research 

























Total Sample 42 
 
E. Technique of Collecting Data 
In this research, the researcher used a set of questionnaire to collect 
the data of students’ motivation in learning Descriptive text (variable Y).  The 
questionnaire is a widely used and useful instrument for collecting survey 
information,  providing structured, often numerical data, being able to be 
administered without the presence of the researcher, and often being 
comparatively straight forward to analyze (Wilson and McLean, 1994 cited in 
Cohen et al., 2000, p. 245). Besides Creswell (2012, p. 175 & 382), A 





complete and return to the researcher., and he also stated that the instruments 
is available in the form of question and statement, and the collecting data 
which consisted of a set of statements and the answers of questionnaires were 
available in the form of checklist. The participant chooses answers to 
questions and supplies basic personal or demographic information. 
In order to collect the data of the students’ motivation in learning 
descriptive text, the researcher will use a set of questionnaire based on five 
indicators of students’ motivation in learning descriptive  text (Frymier cited 
in Rahim, 2007, p. 20) and Suwardati (2006, p. 172), the indicators and item 
number for the questionnaires can be seen in the blue print below: 
Table III.3 
The Blue Print of Learning Motivation Questionnaire 
No Indicators Item Number Total 
1 
Students use time realistically and 
efficiently 
1, 2, 3 3 
2 
Students are motivated for sharing and 
easy in getting a new experience 
4, 5, 6 3 
3 
Students have their own concept about 
themselves more clear than other 
students who are not motivated 
7, 8, 9 3 
4 
Students are disposed to evaluate 
abstract and valuable thing more than 
other things 
10, 11, 12 3 
5 
Students are interested to explore 
ambiguity things which valuable for 
them. 
13, 14, 15 3 
6 
Students are able to identify 
identification of descriptive text 
16, 17, 18 3 
7 
Students are able to identify 
description of descriptive text 
19, 20, 21 3 
8 
Students are able to identify language 
features of descriptive text 
22,23,24 3 





The questionnaire deals with respondent’s opinions in responding to 
following options based on the rating scale. In a rating scale, the individual is 
asked to rate learning motivation using a numerical scale similar to a Likert 
scale (Cohen et al., 2000, p.253): 
a. Strongly agree   (5) 
b. Agree    (4) 
c. Neither agree nor disagree (3) 
d. Disagree   (2) 
e. Strongly disagree  (1) 
 
1. Validity of Questionnaire 
Validity is an important key for the effective research. In 
distributing questionnaire, there is a purpose to be achieved. We should 
ensure that our measurement tool can maeasure what they are supposed to 
measure. In accordance with the statement above, Gay et al. (2012, p. 
160) stated that validity refers to the degree in which a test measures what 
it is supposed to measure and permits interpretation of scores that are 
appropriate consequently. 
To know whether the data is valid or not, the researcher used 
construct validity and the data obtained was calculated by SPSS 21.0 
program.  According to Riduwan (2014, p. 109) stated that to know the 
validity of the instrument, the researcher can use contruct validity. 
Furthermore, in using contruct validity, the researcher can use judgement 





examined and noted the differences between robserved and rtable. Siregar 
(2014, p. 77) stated that the item of questionnaire is valid if the value of 
robserved is higher than rtable at significance level of 5%. The result of 
questionnaire (try out) acquired from 24 items with 5 alternative answers 
indicated that 24 items were valid. It can be seen as follows: 
   Table III.4 
  The Analysis of Students Reading Motivation Questionnaire Validity 
Item robserved rtable Status Information 
1 0.539 0.432 Valid Used 
2 0.725 0.432 Valid Used 
3 0.607 0.432 Valid Used 
4 0.438 0.432 Valid Used 
5 0.651 0.432 Valid Used 
6 0.547 0.432 Valid Used 
7 0.479 0.432 Valid Used 
8 0.536 0.432 Valid Used 
9 0.669 0.432 Valid Used 
10 0.651 0.432 Valid Used 
11 0.626 0.432 Valid Used 
12 0.674 0.432 Valid Used 
13 0.487 0.432 Valid Used 
14 0.569 0.432 Valid Used 
15 0.471 0.432 Valid Used 
16 0.743 0.432 Valid Used 
17 0.827 0.432 Valid Used 
18 0.622 0.432 Valid Used 
19 0.789 0.432 Valid Used 
20 0.636 0.432 Valid Used 
21 0.471 0.432 Valid Used 
22 0.487 0.432 Valid Used 
23 0.617 0.432 Valid Used 
24 0.506 0.432 Valid Used 
  
The data above was consulted with rtable at significance level of 5% 
(α = alpha = 0.05). There were 21 students; meaning that N=21 with df = 





could be concluded that 24 items with lower rtable were choosen. It means 
all items of reading motivation questionnaire were utilized in this 
research. 
2. Reliability of Questionnaire 
According to Gay (2012, p. 165) stated that reliability is the degree 
to which a test can measure whatever it is measuring consequently. 
Furthermore, the more reliable a test, the more confidence we can have 
that the score obtained from the test are essentially the same scores that 
would be obtained if the test were readministered to the same test takers at 
another time or by a different person. In this research, the researcher used 
internal consistency in which the researcher tried out the questionnaire 
one and analysed each item by using Cronbach’ alpha Technique. 
Jogiyanto (2008, p. 143) Cronbach’ alpha  was used to measure the 
reliability if the survey questionnaire tool. 
The categories below are the level of reliability (Cohen at al., 2007, 
p. 506): 
      Table III.5 
Level of Reliability 
No Reliability Level of Reliability 
1 >0.90 Very high 
2 0.80 – 0.90 High 
3 0.70 – 0.79 Reliable 
4 0.60 – 0.69 Marginally/minimally 
5 <0.60 Unacceptably low 





The result of reliability of the questionnaire was processed by 
SPSS 21.0 program. It can be seen as follows: 
       Table III.6 





Alpha Based on 
Standardized 
Items 
N of Items 
.932 .938 24 
 
Based on the analysis, the value of Cronbach’ Alpha was 0.949, it 
could be said that the questionnaire was reliable. Due to 0.938 > 0.90, the 
level of the reliability was very high. 
 
F. Technique of Analyzing Data 
This research was a descriptive study. It attemps as objective as 
possible to describe the data of students’ motivation in learning descriptive 
text. In order to get the description of the answering that given by students in 
questionnaire, the data will be analyzed by using the following formula 
(Sudijono: 2004, p. 43): 
 X 100 %  
 
Where: 
P = Percentage 
F = Frequency 






Riduwan (2014, p. 88) indicated the scale for classifying the gained 
percentage of questionnaire as follows: 
Table III.7 
The Classification of Questionnaire Category 
No Score Category 
1 81 – 100% Very high level 
2 61 – 80% High level 
3 41 – 60% Average level 
4 21 – 40% Low level 





CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
A. Conclusion 
Based on the data presentation and data analysis which had been 
described in previous chapter, it noticed that the average score of students’ 
motivation in learning descriptive text at Seventh Grade of Junior High 
School 14 Pekanbaru is 69% and categorized into high level.  
Finally, from the explanation above it can be concluded that most of 
the students’ motivation in learning descriptive text at the Seventh Grade of 




Based on the research findings and conclusion, it is known that 
students’ motivation in learning descriptive text is high. Certainly, the 
researcher would like to give some suggestions: 
The first suggestion is for the students, they are expected to increase 
their learning motivation. All of the students must be aware that English is 
very important especially for their carrier in the future. From the data 
presentation and data analysis, it could be seen that there were some of the 
students who had average level of learning motivation. It means that if those 







than they have yesterday, and they will get good score in learning descriptive 
text. 
The second is for English teachers as one of the main points in 
supporting students and in increasing their motivation in learning. They have 
to concern more on how to motivate their students. They have to try to 
motivate their students by giving interesting situation in the classroom. They 
also should try to give some learning activities that can make students enjoy 
the learning process, such as by using some new interesting media or learning 
method which give students a chance to practice their reading comprehension 
skill actively. If the English teachers can build and increase their students’ 
learning motivation and give a chance to the students to practice their reading 
comprehension skill actively, the students will be motivated to read and get 
good comprehension in reading comprehension activity. 
Finally, for the other researchers who want to conduct a similar 
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